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SUBJ : SECRETARY'S VISIT TO MEXICO: DIEGO RIVERA COLLECTION 

1 . WITH REGARD SUGGESTED VISITS FOR TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 
RECOMMEND SECRETARY SEE PRIVATE COLLECTION OF DIEGO RIVERA S 
PAINTINGS AND PRE-HISPANIC ARTIFACTS IN HOME OF MS. 

LOLA OLMEDO, LIFE-LONG FRIEND AND SOMETIME COMPANION OF 
RIVERA. LOCATED IN XOCHIMILCO (SO-CHEE-MILL-KO), A MAJOR 
PRE-SPANISH AZTEC CITY ON OUTSKIRTS OF MEXICO CITY, OLMEDA'S 
HOME IS A RESTORED SIXTEENTH CENTURY MANSION USED AS 
THE LIVING QUARTERS OF FIRST SPANISH LEADERS FOLLOWING 
THE CONQUEST. SHE IS A FRIEND OF AMBASSADOR'S AND WOULD 
LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING THE SECRETARY. 

2. THE COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 80-90 PAINTINGS, WATERCOLORS 
AND DRAWINGS OF RIVERA (1886-1957), MEXICO'S MOST FAMOUS 
ARTIST AND MURALIST WHOSE CONSUMING PASSIONS WERE THE 
MEXICAN REVOLUTION AND THE NATION'S PRE-COLUMBIAN 
HERITAGE. IT IS PERHAPS THE MOST OUTSTANDING 
COLLECTION OF HIS WORKS IN EXISTENCE, WITH REPRESENTA- 
TIVE SAMPLINGS OF THE MANY PERIODS OF HIS WORK: CLASSIC, 

CUBIST, MURALISM, PORTRAITURE. ONE OF THE MOST FAS- 
CINATING ASPECTS OF THE COLLECTION IS A GROUP OF 20 
SMALL OILS OF ACAPULCO SUNSETS, PAINTED ON 20 CONSECU- 
TIVE DAYS FROM MS. OLMEDA'S PRIVATE VACATION HOME THE 
YEAR BEFORE HE DIED. 
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3. INTERMINGLED WITH THE PAINTINGS ARE NEARLY A 
THOUSAND PRE-COLUMBIAN FIGURINES AND ARTIFACTS GROUPED 
IN FOUR SECTIONS: WESTERN MEXICO, GULF COAST, YUCATAN 
(MAYA) AND OAXACA. EACH PIECE IS SPECTACULAR, THE 
WHOLE COLLECTION OVERWHELMING. 


4. MS. OLMEDA, PRESENT OWNER OF THE HOME, IS ABOUT 60 
YEARS OLD WITH THOROUGHLY ENGAGING PERSONALITY. SHE HAS 
KNOWN WELL MOST OF MEXICO'S PRESIDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS 
SINCE THE THIRTIES AND IS AN INTIMATE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
LEADERS AND LEADING FAMILIES. (HER SON, ALFKEDO PHILLIPS 
OLMEDO, IS A HIGH BANK OF MEXICO OFFICIAL AND CLOSE 
ECONOMIC ADVISOR TO LOPEZ PORTILLO.) 

5. EMBASSY ESTIMATES SECRETARY WOULD HAVE SUFFICIANT 
TIME FOR VISIT SINCE THE HOME CAN BE REACHED FROM 
AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE IN SOME 30 MINUTES. FORTY-FIVE 
MINUTES SHOULD BE ALLOWED FOR THE TOUR OF THE HOUSE. 

6. SHOULD THE SECRETARY PREFER THE TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
TIME FOR OTHER PURPOSES, THIS TOUR COULD BE RESCHEDULED 
FOR THURSDAY MORNING. 

7. OF COURSE, THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUM IS 
ALWAYS A POSSIBILITY FOR EITHER TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
OR THURSDAY MORNING, AND HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF 
BEING MORE CENTRALLY LOCATED. 
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